
Highlights
Create an original show in one week, with up to 500  students.
 Choose your own theme
Involve the parents. www.trickstertheatre.com



Following a week of workshops, lectures, demonstrations, and rehearsals, one or two Grand Finale performances are staged on Friday for the whole community.  A variety of performance styles are incorporated:  giant puppets, shadow screen, black light, dance, physical comedy, work with props, and choral work. 
School sizes have ranged from 60 to 500 students. Your community will be amazed at what is created in a week. 

SCHOOL RESIDENCY PROGRAM

Style: Black lightTalking to the moose, in a story about taking care of the forest.

Style Gallery

Style:  Pool Noodles Writing with pencils, in a story about metacognition - thinking about thinking.

Style: Shadow PlayFirst Nations life, on a 20ft tall shadow screen

Each class works with a different style of theatre or type of prop to tell their story. 

Create an Original Show 

Choose your own Theme

In each Trickster Residency we work with the staff, students and parents to create an original 90-minute performance. Every student and staff member will have an opportunity to be in the show. Your school will have a fantastic opportunity to learn new ways in which drama can be used in education. Your assemblies and concerts will never be the same.  An best of all - it’s your show - custom made to fit your school and your students. It’s a blast of energy and creativity. 

Each Trickster School Residency is custom designed on a theme chosen in advance by the school staff. The chosen theme could relate to the Alberta curriculum, relevant events and issues in your community, or any other topic you choose.  Past themes have included:  Celebrating Science, Great Stories from Around the World, Expeditions, Medieval Life, Living History, Alberta’s Centennial, Reaching for Excellence, Character Counts, How Medicine Hat got it’s name, and Math Mania.

Choose Your Own Theme

Performances on Friday night.

"It was an unbelieveable experience! The parents were so "into" the entire process. They had very positive comments. We should have this EVERY year."
Linda Colvey, Teacher, R.A Reynolds School, Cold Lake

Teacher’s Comments
About Styles

SCHOOL RESIDENCY PROGRAM



Reviews… from the Calgary area
“Thank-you for coming to our school and transforming our lives for one whole week. The experience was unforgettable! You all have such amazing energy and positive attitudes. I enjoyed every minute of the week - the creative energy, the precision organization, the work ethic and the way you accommodated our needs and wants. Teachers, parents and students are raving - and I had the time of my life!“Christine Oliver, Asst. PrincipalVarsity Acres School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“Thank you! What a fabulous week! The school was so united and energized by the show. The teachers had a lot of fun too! We were all so proud of the end result.” Anne-Marie Kyritz TeacherSt. Angela School, Calgary Gr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“Very well done. It brought the school together in a celebration of their talents and uniqueness.  I would love to participate in this experience again. It is a very enriched atmosphere of learning.”Annamaria Smaniotto, TeacherSt. Cyril School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“I can't begin to express how truly wonderful the experience was for student learning, skill development and school community building. It was fantastic!” Rosemary Buck, TeacherRosemont School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2004/05 Residency
 ìIt's amazing what can happen in one week. This will be talked about for ages.”Cindy Thomson, TeacherWillow Park School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2003/04 Residency
“Wow! I was very impressed by all the classes and it brought tears to my eyes to see them all succeed. I wish it could be a regular week every year!” Mmme. Launiere, TeacherSt. Gerard School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2004/05 Residency
“I just wanted to thank you for the wonderful week that Trickster spent at Ramsay. Both the students and the staff agree that it was a valuable, exciting and memorable experience. The organizational support received from your office was outstanding from beginning to end.” Bonnie Phillips, Drama TeacherRamsay School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2003/04 Residency
"I think that Trickster is such a powerful learning tool. All my students loved Trickster week. It was a positive experience for all of us.” Emily Bender, TeacherWillow Park School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2003/04 Residency
 “I was once again amazed at how everything comes together for the final show. The creativity of everyone involved shone through. Parents came to me “raving” about the show. This project will have a lasting effect on our school community.” Barbara Repay, TeacherBeddington Heights School, CalgaryGr. K-6, 2004/05 Residency
“It brought my class together and had them self-monitoring each other. I noticed this same effect throughout the school. The kids absolutely LOVED the program!! It  was so good for them. I cried when I saw what my students were able to put together.” Jenn Hohenstein, TeacherDr. Norman Bethune School, CalgaryGr. 7-9, 2004/05 Residency



Curtains: Floor to ceiling curtains to transform the gym and provide entrances and exits.Lights: Lighting trees, dimmer packs, and lights.Sound: Wireless mics, mixers, computer sound effects, drums, keyboard, and of course  - great speakers.Costumes: hundreds of multi-purpose costumes.Props: All the props for the styles that we use - pool noodles, bamboo poles, giant leaves, fun fur, bathroom plungers,...and more!

Style: TablesArriving in Canada, in a story about early settlers.

Style Gallery

Style:  Crash Mat Diving into the pool, in a story about Canadian sports.

Style: ParachuteFlying to Ottawa, in a story about news photographers.

We have dozens of styles to choose from. We match the style to the class theme and grade level. 

Up to $15,000 AFA Funding Available

Choose your own Theme

Financial assistance is available from the Alberta Foundation for the Arts.  Calgary and Edmonton area schools* may apply for 50% of the Trickster fee.  All other schools may apply for 75% of the fee.  There is only one application deadline per year - April 1. The maximum grant available is $15,000.  In most cases the cost of a residency - per student - is less than the cost of a one day field trip.    
  * see included fee schedule for more details

Monday morning at 7:30 we load in all of our props, costumes, lighting and sound. We meet with staff and have an assembly for the whole school. Then the workshops take place, with each class having one each day from Monday to Thursday. Our parent co-ordinator works with the parent team to sew costumes, make props, and help with scripting. Thursday afternoon and Friday morning we add lights, sound effects and music. Then it’s show time - Friday afternoon for students, and Friday night for parents. 

What a Residency Looks Like

What We Bring to Your School

Teacher’s Comments
About Styles  "It was soooooo much fun! Everyone on staff felt involved. The students were thrilled and our community!!! I cannot stop at the post office without being attacked by awestruck parents and friends.”

Leslie Birrell, Teacher A.B. Daley School, Nanton 

SCHOOL RESIDENCY PROGRAM



Reviews… from the Edmonton area
“Awesome experience for all involved! The students definitely responded to learning through movement. I hope we can do it again!” Nadine Emsley, TeacherSt. Domenic School, EdmontonGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“It was an outstanding experience for all of us - one that the students will always remember and grow from.”Pina Rygh, TeacherPrinceton School, EdmontonGr. K-6, 2004/05 Residency
“ I was skeptical at first of the type of performance that could be created in 5 days and was truly amazed with the final result! The show was incredible. The experience was great for the kids self esteem.”Jennifer Zielke, TeacherMundare School, MundareGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“It was a lot of fun and everything was so well done!  It made me realize that I can do something like this in my class in one week.” Naomi de la Cruz, TeacherOur Lady of the Prairies, EdmontonGr. K-6, 2004/05 Residency
“Tremendous! I'd recommend all schools to take up this great opportunity of learning and growing together. It brought the staff, the students, the parents and other volunteers together as a team. It is amazing it all comes together in one week.” Laura Laskowski, TeacherWeinlos School, EdmontonGr. K-6, 2002/03 Residency
“The show was fantastic, it flowed very well. I would recommend this program to any school.”C. Frederickson, TeacherArdrossan School, ArdrossanGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“The school really needed to show their sense of community and it definitely came through with the show. The parents loved it and enjoyed being part of the process. A great job Trickster!”Rose Papaianni, TeacherHoly Family School, EdmontonGr. K-9, 2002/03 Residency
“I saw students who are not normally in the limelight, shine. I saw students who are in trouble for chronically not completed work, behavior problem and inappropriate behavior become energetic, excited children who accomplished wonderful things. I have heard nothing but praise for the week's activities.” Sheila Wright, LibrarianSt. Martin de Porres School, EdmontonGrade K-6, 2001/02 Residency
“It was a joyous celebration in every aspect. The students' first question the next Monday was 'when can we have Trickster back again?’” H. Lynn, TeacherGrovenor School, EdmontonGr. K-6, 1999/00 Residency 
“This high energy week was enjoyed by all students, and staff found it to be very rewarding experience as well. Staff found the process of Action Learning to be effective and most teachers felt that they would incorporate the process in their teaching practice. We all felt that the residency was a great team building experience and contributed positively to enhance our school climate.” Elaine Megley, Residency OrganizerGrace Martin School, EdmontonGr. K-6, 2000/01 Residency



1. The whole community will work together to create an original   show. This leaves a wonderful feeling of accomplishment.2. Teachers will see how the “Trickster way” of creating theatre can be used to create presentations for assemblies.3. This process puts the spotlight on kids who don’t normally shine at academics.  Their increased pride is wonderful to see.4. This is a great PD opportunity for teachers. They will learn Act2Learn techniques that can be used in the classroom.5. Your school will have access to the act2learn.org lesson plans.

Style: 10 ft tall PuppetThe big momma dinosaur is looking for her baby dinosaurs.

Style Gallery

Style:  Bins Hiding from the dragon, in a story about medieval life..

Style: Hula HoopsDriving the covered wagons, in a story about pioneer life.

We developed this way of creating theatre as a result of years of clown, mime, dance, theatre and improv training. 

www.act2learn.org

Choose your own Theme

Many people learn best by doing. Our residency program, as well as our teacher mentor programs, leave schools with concrete tools, which enable students and staff to make the process of learning more physical, fun, and engaging. Thousands of teachers around the world use our act2learn.org lesson plans to enrich their classrooms. Science, math, and social studies can all be acted out - in a residency show or in the classroom. For 15 years we have been creating new ways to use drama in schools.

Many students are kinesthetic learners. These “act it out” lesson plans will help these students learn in a way that works for them.

Act2Learn Lesson Plans

Long Term Benefits

Teacher’s Comments
About Styles ”I am thrilled for our children to have had this awesome experience. I believe students will not forget this for a long time, and if we as teachers can capitalize on their learning by incorporating some of the theatre styles – the excitement will not end.”

Laurie Pollitt, Teacher Bishop Greschuk School, Edmonton

These web-based lesson plans have animated diagrams that show the teacher how to have students act out concepts.  

SCHOOL RESIDENCY PROGRAM



Reviews… from the North
“Bravo to Trickster for being so organized! The process was great. The help was there right from the beginning- with writing the grant to loading the last prop in the trailer. We were sad to see the group go.”Anne Sorenson, TeacherSpringfield School, Peace RiverGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“At the end of the week after our performance, the children were very proud of themselves and the rest of the school. The sense of accomplishment was immense.” Cindy Mischuk, TeacherSt. Theresa School, WabascaGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“ In 25 years of teaching I have never experienced such a unique approach to Arts Education. Many of our parents commented on how amazing the show was. As teachers, we found it incredible that such a high caliber performance could be created with just 5 days work!” Jeanette Richards, TeacherQueen Elizabeth School, LloydminsterGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
"WOW! It was truly magical! The team are being given a great deal of credit for giving our school community the opportunity to show our town how we as a school, support each other, communicate with each other and care about each other. What else could a school administrator want? Our staff and students are still talking about the spirited show that we performed at the end of the week. People commented after the performance that we appeared to be having a wonderful family celebration. That is so inspiring considering the participation of 315 students from Kindergarten to Graded 12, 20 staff members and 40 volunteers were involved in making the performance come alive. We look forward to having this opportunity again."Betty Turpin, PrincipalSt. Thomas More School, Fairview, Gr. K-12, 2003/04 residency
“Fantastic! Trickster was very energetic. They guided us through the program and were very positive. Excellent job.” Arlee Ann Squire-Heffern, TeacherRainbow Lake School, Rainbow LakeGr. K-9, 2001/02 residency 
“This is the second time we have had Trickster at our school. Once again the experience was a tremendous success. As wonderful as Trickster was in 1998, they were even more impressive in 2002. The biggest improvement was in the planning prior to coming to this northern community. Binders for the school coordinator and the parent coordinator thoroughly outlined the responsibilities and expectations attached to those positions. Each teacher was provided with a folio that outlined every step of the production, a daily plan, a timetable and the physical vocabulary to ready the students and teachers for an efficient  transition into the production. The team planning with the thought circles gave the staff the opportunity to link their sub-themes to our overall theme “Under the Sea”. The video clearly demonstrated how physical vocabulary can involve the students in acting through a subject concept in a very concrete manner. This is an excellent learning method for students and incorporates all learning styles. Teachers now use this method to teach a variety of concepts.”Annette Valstar, Residency OrganizerFlorence McDougall School, High LevelGr. K-3, 2001/02 Residency
"I was actively involved with the program at St. Thomas More an E.E. Oliver Schools in Fairview. It was truly a a wonderful experience involving the entire school and community. Both schools' spirit was built up immensely. The shows were outstanding. I was so proud of the students. The Trickster team's ability to work with everyone in the schools was outstanding. Their enthusiasm, energy, and compassion was incredible. Thank you for this experience. I hope we can work together again!!! " Diana Helgeson, Family School LiasonE.E. Oliver School, FairviewGr. K-6, 2003/04 Residency



Style: Bamboo PolesSetting a trap, in a story about looking after Panda bears.

Style Gallery

Style:  Pool Noodles Getting through the tunnel, in a story about travelling around the world.

Style: TablesArriving by boat, in a story about immigration.

Using different props and styles could forever change what your classes present at assemblies and concerts. Styles are exciting.

Company History

Choose your own Theme

Trickster has delivered more than 250 week-long residencies over the past 15 years. Over 75,000 students and 3,000 teachers have been part of a Trickster Residency. There are principals who have booked this program four times. It is without question the largest and most popular residency program in Alberta.  
The Trickster team is a group of very experienced artists who attempt the impossible - and pull it off every week.

1. Decide that you want your school to have an amazing community-building experience.
2. Give us a call to let us know you want to do a residency.
2. Fax in a pre-booking form (included in this kit) so that we can work your school into our schedule. 
3. We help you fill out the AFA application forms and customize the residency process to fit the needs of your school.
4. Get ready for an exciting project.

How to Apply for a Residency

Trickster TheatreSuite 980105-150 Crowfoot Crescent NWCalgary, AB, T3G 3T2
tel: 403.288.9393   fax: 403.286.6966
www.trickstertheatre.com     www.act2learn.orgemail: david@trickstertheatre.com

Contact Info

Our Supporters
About Styles

SCHOOL RESIDENCY PROGRAM



Reviews… from the Center
“It was an amazing week. Your team was a great addition to our staff and every parent who has talked with me has raved about the project.” Len Kachak, PrincipalChrist -King School, StettlerGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“This was a great way to bring our community together to celebrate learning. Your team did an excellent job of keeping, parents, teachers and students involved and pumped up about the activity.”David Woodland, PrincipalMother Theresa Halkirk School, HalkirkGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“It far exceeded my expectations - which were high to begin with. Thanks so much!”Ms. Strobel, TeacherAltario School, AltarioGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“This is the second time that we have invited Trickster to our school.  I think it is great for the students to work with the Tricksters. They view them as celebrities and are excited to be performing with them. I was in tears with laughter at the show.” Mary Pieterse, TeacherBeiseker School, BeisekerGr. K-6, 2005/06 Residency
“It was a very positive experience for my class! Many times parents commented on how much the children enjoyed the week and how pleased they were with the children's growth in confidence, public speaking and acting/performance abilities. The children are hooked on drama activities now. I can see the carry over into more expressive daily reading and reader's theatre activities.” P. Paosz, TeacherJoseph Welsh School, Red DeerGr. K-5, 2004/05 Residency
"It was great. Kids loved it, staff and parents loved it. It was great fun! We liked how the kids' ideas were incorporated into the plays." Edie Vander Meulen, Teacher,Normandeau School, Red DeerGr.   K-6, 2003/04 Residency
“Extremely professional show. Total “wow” factor. It really pulled our school together!” Linda Windross, TeacherGus Wetter School, CastorGr. K-12, 2005/06 Residency
“I have been a teacher for 6-7 years now, and I feel this week with Trickster has been one of the most exciting highlights. I loved the atmosphere at the school all week. I would love the opportunity to work with Trickster again.”     Anne MacDonald, TeacherMorrin School, MorrinGr. K-12, 2003/04 Residency
“The entire week was a huge success enjoyed by students, staff, parents, and members of the community. The week's work culminated with two incredible performances and provided our students with a superb learning experience.” Patrick Maschiio, Principal Holy Family School, Red DeerGr. 1-6, 2000/01 Residency
“Wow - wonderful! Students, staff, parents and community had only positive comments about the show and the process. I would love to do it again! Anne Frey, TeacherBenalto School, BenaltoGr. K-6, 2002/03 Residency



Central AlbertaAltario SchoolAspen Heights, Red DeerCalmar SchoolCremona SchoolDavid Thompson, CondorDeer Meadow, OldsEastview Jr. High, R. DeerEcole Mountview ,R.  Deer G.W.Smith, Red DeerGriffiths-Scott,MilletGus Wetter, CastorHoly Family, Red DeerJohn Wilson, Innisfail

Southern AlbertaA B Daley,NantonAgnes Davidson, Leth.Chiila, Tsuu T”inaDr. Morris Gibson, OkotoksG.R. Davis, Ft. MacleodGeneral Stewart, Leth.Granum SchoolHorace Allen, C. PassIrvine SchoolIsabelle Sellon , C. PassMike Mountain Horse, Leth.Nicholas Sheran, Leth.St. Michael, Medicine HatVauxhall Elem, Vauxhall

Edmonton AreaAnnunciationBishop GreschukBlessed Kateri Brookside ElementaryCrestwood Glenora ElementaryGood ShepherdGrace Martin Grandview HeightsGrovenor SchoolHoly FamilyKate Chegwin Katherine TherrieMenisa SchoolMount CarmelOur Lady of the PrairiesPrinceton SchoolSifton ElementarySt. Angela SchoolSt. Bernadette SchoolSt. Boniface SchoolSt. Dominic SchoolSt. Elizabeth ElemSt. Justin Catholic St. Martha SchoolSt. Patrick SchoolSt. Timothy SchoolSt. Vincent ElementaryVirginia Park SchoolWeinlos SchoolYork ElementaryArdrossan SchoolCaledonia Park, LeducSt. Luke, Sherwood ParkSt. Theresa, S. ParkFather Kenneth, S.  ParkMinistik, Sherwood ParkMadonna, Sherwood Park

CalgaryABC Charter SchoolAlbert Park SchoolAlex Munro SchoolAlice M. Curtis SchoolAltadore SchoolAlternative High SchoolAndrew Davison ElementaryAnnie Foote SchoolBanff Trail ElementaryBeddington Heights SchoolBelfast ElementaryBelvedere Parkway SchoolBowcroft SchoolBraeside SchoolBriar Hill Calgary Arts AcademyCalgary Montessori Cambrian Heights Canyon MeadowsCappy SmartCedarbrae Chinook Park ElemClem Gardner Elem.Colonel J. Fred ScottColonel Walker CommConrich SchoolCurrie ElementaryDavid D. OughtonDeer Run ElementaryDr. Norman BethuneEcole St. Gerard SchoolElboya SchoolEscuela Canyon MeadowsEugene Coste Fairview SchoolFish Creek SchoolFoundations for the Future Fred Seymour SchoolG.W. Skene Glenmeadows Grant MacEwan Greenview Elementary Guy Weadick Harold W. Riley Haysboro Highwood Indus SchoolJerry PottsKeeler ElementaryKillarney Lake Bonavista Maple Ridge Mayland Heights McKenzie Lake 

Northern AlbertaArdmore SchoolAshmont SchoolAtikameg SchoolAurora, Drayton ValleyBeaverlodge Elem.Elizabeth, Cold LakeElmer Elson, MayerthorpeFlo.MacDougall, H. Level Fort MackayGift LakeHigh Level PublicHoly Family, GrimshawJ.R. Robson, VermillionManning ElementaryNampa SchoolPat Hardy, WhitecourtPeerless LakeR.A. Reynolds, Cold LakeRainbow Lake SchoolSpirit of the North, H. LevelSpringfield, Peace RiverSt. Mary, BeaverlodgeSt. Theresa, Wabasca

Joseph Welsh, Red DeerMaryview, Red DeerMorrin School, MorrinMundare SchoolOyen Public,OyenPoplar Ridge, R. DeerQueen Eliz, LloydminsterSt. Eliz. Seton, R. DeerSt. Martin de Porres, R. DeerSt. Teresa of Avila, R. DeerVeteran SchoolWainwright, Wainwright

Midnapore ElemMilton Williams Monterey Park Mount Royal Jr.  High Mount View Mountain View North Haven Ogden ElementaryPatrick Airlie Penbrooke Meadows Pineridge Comm. Prince of Wales Queensland Downs Ramsay Elementary Richmond Elementary Rosedale ElementaryRosemont ElementaryRosscarrock ElementaryRundle College Rundle Elementary Salvation Army Sam LivingstonSimons Valley Sir James LougheedSouthwoodSt.  Bernadette St. Alphonsus St. Angela ElementarySt. AugustineSt. Bede ElementarySt. BernadetteSt. Clement St. Cyril St. DominicSt. Maria GorettiSt. Matthew St. MichaelSt. Rita SchoolSt. SylvesterSt. WilfridSunaltaSundance ElementaryTuxedo parkVarsity AcresWest Island CollegeWestgate ElementaryWilliam ReidWillow ParkWoodbine ElementaryMeadowbrook, AirdrieEdwards Elem, AirdrieBanff Elem, BanffCanmore HighEliz. Rummel, CanmoreBeiseker School

More than 350 schools have done a Trickster 5-day Residency - here are some 

Reviews from most of these schools are available at www.trickstertheatre.com



Reviews… from the South
“It was the best week of school I've had since grade 1!” Maureen Chambers, TeacherGranum School, GranumG. K-9, 2005/06 Residency
I had a blast and really enjoyed the whole process. It was such a wonderful team building experience. I would be very excited and supportive of doing it again.” Jaqui Gillespie, Teacher Nicholas Sheran School, LethbridgeGr. k-6 , 2005/06 Residency
“Students who are usually comfortable in not participating in group activities actually were involved. Awesome Job!! Give yourselves a pat on the back!!  Hope to see you next year.”Mrs. Spring Chief., TeacherCrowfoot School, Siksika Gr. K-9, 2005/06 Residency
“ A super experience for the total school community.” Bill Roughhead, PrincipalIsabelle Sellon School, BlairmoreGr. 4-6, 2005/06 Residency
“I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would love to do this again! I think the techniques and the experience were very valuable, particularly for those children often “difficult to reach” through “traditional methods.”Lori Friesen, TeacherMike Mountain Horse School, LethbridgeGr. K-6, 2002/03 Residency
“I would do it again,  I loved it and my students did too! Great job!” Suzie Chambers, TeacherAgnes Davidson School, LethbridgeGr. K-6, 2004/05 Residency
“This was one of the best experiences of my school career, and I would highly recommend it of other schools. Students with behavioral problems cooperated and performed well during the week. It would be wonderful for all teachers to be introduced to Action Learning. This was an experience that our students will remember for the rest of their lives.” Dr. Inge Ellefson, PrincipalCentral Elementary School, BrooksGr. K-6, 1999/00 Residency
“Our staff  felt that it was one of the best weeks we have ever spent at our school. The sense of community in our school was outstanding. Teachers went away with great ideas on how to use the Action Learning approach in their classes. Parents are still talking about how professionally done the performances were.”Aza Senecal, PrincipalIrvine School, IrvineGr. K-9, 1998/99 Residency
“We would highly recommend this program for any school as we believe it was a valuable experience for the students and teachers. As spectators we were in awe at the final production. The creative energy that was captured was incredible! Shar Lazzarotto, Chairman School CouncilHorace Allen School, Crowsnest PassGr. 1-4 , 1995/96 Residency


